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BUILDING BETTER UNDERSTANDING BETWEEN ISRAELIS AND PALESTINIANS THROUGH HEALTH

E D I T O R I A L

G

iven the outpouring of anger that
followed US President, Donald Trump’s
announcement about Jerusalem as
Israel’s capital and his instruction to move the US
embassy, can Project Rozana continue to build
understanding between Israelis and Palestinians
through health? Has this set back our mission or
even irrevocably damaged it?
Since Project Rozana was launched in Australia in
2013, the region has dealt with many challenges
that had the potential to undermine it as an
honest broker. Many of them fed on mutual fear
and distrust, often overwhelming the goodwill
that exists between people.
story continues page 2

Maysa and Rozana Abu Ghannam with
Dr Saar Hashavya and Hadassah nursing staff.

ISRAELI & PALESTINIAN MEDICAL LUMINARIES SPEARHEAD PROJECT ROZANA
TOUR OF NORTH AMERICA
NORTH AMERICAN SPEAKERS’ TOUR UPDATE
Three prominent medical specialists dedicated to
advancing relations between Israelis and Palestinians
through health embarked on a seven-city roadshow
around the United States and Canada.
Their purpose was to promote the remarkable spirit
and activism of Project Rozana, a global initiative
which has united communities in Australia, the US,
Canada, Israel and the Palestinian Territories to build
health capacity in the West Bank and Gaza.
The first North American speakers’ tour of Project
Rozana began in New York on 22 January and
concluded on 2 February in Chicago. The group
visited Washington DC, Toronto, Los Angeles, San
Francisco and St Louis.
Headlining the tour were Dr Khadra Salami, a
paediatric haemato-oncologist and a senior clinician
at the Augusta Victoria Hospital in East Jerusalem;

Professor Raphael Walden, a Deputy Director General
of Sheba Medical Center in Tel Aviv, and the Founder
and former President of the Israeli NGO, Physicians
for Human Rights; and Professor Adi Leiba, Head of
the Department of Nephrology at the Assuta Hospital
Ashdod and a former IDF Head of Medical and Health
Operations on the West Bank.
“I couldn’t be more delighted at the quality and
passion of these wonderful and dedicated medical
ambassadors,” says Ken Bob, Chair of Project Rozana
USA.
“Each member of the speaking tour is an
accomplished medical specialist, who has a proven
track-record in seeking ways to leverage health for
the betterment of society at large, and not simply
their own.”
Mr Bob, who was responsible for developing and
story continues page 6
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Dr Jamal Rifi AM (left) with Muhi and Abu Naim
and Riad (right) patient liaison at Sheba.

story continued from page 1

Not only did Project Rozana survive these
challenges, its work took on an even greater sense
of urgency. Decisions by political leaders don’t
always reflect the will of the people. Health, more
than any other aspect of life, is a powerful driver
of human behaviour especially when children are
involved.
It’s arguable that Project Rozana would not have
become a global initiative had the emergency
facing Maysa Abu Ghannam involved an adult
relative rather than her four year-old daughter. It
was the visceral response we have in wanting to
protect our vulnerable young that fuelled interest
in and subsequent support for an organisation
that is blind to politics or any other distinguishing
marker between people.
It would be naive to think that those of us who
yearn for a resolution to the impasse between
Israelis and Palestinians don’t have strong opinions,
but to remain faithful to the mission of Project
Rozana, and to do justice to the children and
families that we seek to honour and support,
we refuse to allow those opinions to dictate our
commitment to the greater good.
This has become the defining quality of Project
Rozana and its Directors.

Ron Finkel AM,
Chair Project Rozana International

MISSION A SUCCESS ON EVERY LEVEL
The first international mission to Israel and the
Palestinian Territories of Project Rozana affiliates
from Australia, Canada, the US and Jordan,
proved to be far more than an exercise in
goodwill, it was strategic.
This was the assessment of Project Rozana
International Chair, Ron Finkel AM, who led the
delegation from 4 – 8 November.
“The ability to see, to feel, to hear, to literally and
metaphysically touch the projects is something
that I believe every member of the delegation will
cherish,” he said. “Being able to transcend the
theoretical and immerse oneself in the practical
application of a vision will always lead to a
connection that is deeper and more authentic in
its orientation.”
Members of the delegation were Ron Finkel AM,
Dr Jamal Rifi AM and Jarred Sibel (Australia); Karen
Goldenberg CM, Jon Allen, Mark S Anshan, Rev
Laurette Glasgow and Katherine Verrier-Frechette
(Canada), and Gideon Aronoff, Judi GlickmanShnider, Kenneth Bob, Dr Mariam Mari-Ryan
(United States) and Hannah Al Masri (Jordan).
The intensive four-day mission covered a lot of
ground, from the opening dinner in Jerusalem,
to tours of Hadassah Hospital’s two campuses at
Ein Kerem and Mt Scopus and Augusta Victoria
Hospital in East Jerusalem, meeting at the World
story continues page 3

PEACE IN SIGHT
Project Rozana is committed to raising funds to support an ocular genetic
research unit at St John Eye Hospital in East Jerusalem.
In 2016, St John together with Hadassah Hospital established the unit to
serve the Palestinian community, which suffers from a very high rate of
autosomal recessive eye conditions including inherited retinal diseases (IRD),
which can result in complete blindness. The reason is that 45% of marriages
are between first cousins or other consanguineous partners.
The unit received a one-off €500,000 grant from the European Union.
Project Rozana agreed to raise AUD$50,000 over three years. It raised 20% in
2017 and is committed to making a further significant contribution in 2018.
Read more HERE
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MISSION A SUCCESS ON EVERY LEVEL
story continued from page 2

Vision office in East Jerusalem with David Verboom,
outgoing National Director (Jerusalem, Gaza &
West Bank), meetings with staff and students of the
World Vision Australia-funded Bi-national School of
Psychotherapy, visit to Erez Crossing on the border
of Gaza with the leadership of Road to Recovery,
and a tour of Sheba Medical Center at Tel Hashomer
hospital near Tel Aviv. In addition, a lunch in Nablus
visiting families who use road to recovery and
meeting with Anan Al Masri, former Deputy Minister
of Health for the Palestinian Authority. We warmly
accepted the invitation to tour Munib Al Masri’s
“Palace of Nablus”.
The mission was a huge success, fostering
dedication and motivation to all board members to
both pursue individual projects and work together
to achieve our mutual goal.
“I shed a few tears…”
A personal highlight for Mission delegate, Dr Jamal
Rifi, was a meeting at Sheba Medical Center near Tel
Aviv with the protagonists of a documentary, ‘Muhi
–Generally Temporary’. This inspiring film charts
the life of a young Palestinian boy from Gaza who
was referred to Sheba as a very small child with a
rare, life-threatening illness. The healthcare system
in Gaza couldn’t provide the sophisticated treatment
Muhi desperately needed.
He became one of approximately 180,000
Palestinians from Gaza and the West Bank who
receive medical permits to Israel each year.
As a result of the illness, both of Muhi’s arms and
legs were amputated. Over the course of seven
years he has lived within the hospital precinct with

his beloved grandfather, Abu Naim, supported by an
Israeli humanitarian, Buma Inbar.
The film’s main premise centres on the impact of
the conflict between Israelis and Palestinians and
very effectively shines a light on the humanitarian
issues that ultimately triumph, albeit at a great cost
physically and emotionally to Muhi, his grandfather
and their extended family in Gaza.
It is fertile ground for the work of Project Rozana.
For Dr Rifi, who was visiting Israel and the
Palestinian Territories for the first time, the
experience was incredibly powerful. He said he was
moved “emotionally, professionally and spiritually”
by the meeting.
“It left a lasting impression, absolutely,” he said. “I
shed a few tears and at times I had palpitations.
“The most important message I took from my visit
was the respect that was shown to everyone in the
Israeli health system. This is inspiring to me, as is
the experience of Muhi and his grandfather who are
incredibly resilient and determined.
“They are a reflection of the difficulties that people
go through, yet it also showed how profound the
kindness of human beings can be.
“I can understand why Project Rozana is not only
important in terms of what it can achieve on the
ground, but how critical its message is if we are to
find pathways that empower all the communities in
this region.”
Read more about Board Member Jamal Rifi’s
engagement and Muhi HERE.

Members of Project Rozana’s first international mission
to Israel and the Palestinian Territories.
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Students attending the Bi-national School
of Psychotherapy in Jerusalem.

A WORLD OF DIFFERENCE
The donation by World Vision Australia of
AUD$420,000 to the Binational School of
Psychotherapy in 2016 not only helped
to provide a platform on which to build
professional relationships between Israeli and
Palestinian therapists through specialist training,
it also signified the largest investment that World
Vision has made in Israel.
It happened through the
dedication of Hadassah
therapist and educator, Dr Esti
Galili-Weisstub, and respected
senior World Vision manager,
David Verboom.
On the eve of his departure for
Europe to take up a new role,
David spoke about the school
and the challenges and achievements that he
faced in his two-and-a-half years as World
Vision’s National Director, Jerusalem, West Bank
and Gaza.
World Vision’s
David Verboom.

“From the outset, the political climate was
an impediment in terms of the planning and
implementation” David says.
“This is a unique and innovative project, but the
challenges were significant and, to some extent,
remain so. Yet on any objective analysis, it has
achieved everything that Esti Galili hoped for.
“The most significant challenges are crossborder issues, such as permits and registration,
as well as community pressure. This was
particularly problematic for therapists from
Gaza who were required to visit Jerusalem on a
weekly basis during the course. Nevertheless
we managed to get them involved in this
important training.

“The funding was initially for two years, but
we have managed to gain the support of the
European Union which will allow the school to
continue and grow.”
“The climate is difficult and unfortunately, has
become even more of a problem. It’s not only the
physical wall that is a symbol of the discrimination
and dislocation between people, but the mental
walls that we have to contend with.
“Peace and bridge building needs principled
leadership and for us as World Vision it is part
of our humanitarian impartiality to support any
child, teenager, patient and community that is in
need, irrespective of their background, ethnicity,
nationality, religion or social status. In addition,
our values promote that we are all God’s
children, and that we need to learn to live and
work together,” he says.
According to UNICEF, 95% of children in Israel
and the Palestinian Territories are exposed
to violence and trauma. Approximately one
third of these experiences are caused in the
street as a result of the ongoing conflict. One
third is experienced in school, and one third
is experienced in the home through domestic
violence and sexual abuse.
“The future of the binational school depends
almost entirely on funding, and I urge Australians
to continue their support. With the EU grant,
any dollar provided will be multiplied fivefold.
Two years after the school opened its doors, we
can see how important it has been in delivering
positive change for the children and youth. We
must not lose that initiative.”
Details on how to donate can be made HERE
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LEGACY OF THEODORE BIKEL CONTINUES
Theodore Bikel was a giant of the folk music scene
both as a writer/performer and as a co-founder of
the Newport Folk Festival. He performed alongside
Pete Seeger, Joan Baez and Bob Dylan, and became
a defining voice in the protest movement of the 60s
and 70s. Bikel was also an accomplished actor who
was nominated for an Academy Award, one of many
such nominations and awards he received during his
long and distinguished career. In 1977 he was chosen
by President Jimmy Carter to serve on the National
Council for the Arts.
But it was his commitment to civil rights that became
his most enduring legacy. Following his death in
2015 at the age of 91, his widow, Aimee Ginsburg
Bikel created the Theodore Bikel Legacy Project,
whose aim is to perpetuate the ideals that he
passionately championed over the course of his life.
Among those was a love of Israel.
Aimee has graciously agreed to raise funds for a
signature program of Project Rozana, the provision
of emergency treatment for Syrian children at Ziv
Hospital in the northern Israeli city of Tzfat.
In January 2018, a special event was held in Los
Angeles featuring David Broza, an accomplished Israeli
singer-songwriter and peace activist. Funds raised
from the event will be donated to Project Rozana.

For further information, please email the
Chair of Project Rozana USA, Kenneth Bob on
kennethob@gmail.com or click HERE

TOTAL DONATIONS:
AUD$600,000 - as of 30 November 2017
Successful launch year for Project Rozana
International with over AUD$600,000 raised
towards projects including Binational School
of Psychotherapy, PEM Workshop, Peace in
Sight and our Syrian campaign.

Dr Khadra Salami (left),
David Broza & Dr Raphael Walden.

FAR MORE THAN CHILD’S PLAY

An important collaboration between Hadassah
Hospital and Sydney Children’s Hospital, Randwick
(SCH) resulted in a Pediatric Emergency Medicine
Workshop that was held at Hadassah Ein Kerem
from 13 – 16 November.
The driver was participation in a one-year fellowship
at SCH in 2015 by Dr Saar Hashavya, the attending
physician at the Pediatric Intensive Care Unit at
Hadassah Ein Kerem.
The course was conceived and developed by
Dr Matthew O’Meara, Dr Arjun Rao, and nurse
educator, Jane Cichero from SCH, who also
attended the workshop. Its purpose was to provide
Israeli and Palestinian medical practitioners and
specialists in paediatric emergency medicine with
skills and knowledge to treat and care for children
directly impacted by illness, trauma and tragedy.
Twenty two doctors and nurses from Israel,
the West Bank, Gaza and Iraq participated in
the workshop. It was considered to be an
overwhelming success and future workshops
are planned.
Read more about the PEM Workshop HERE
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story continued from page 1

funding the program, and liaising with committees
and community leaders in each city, said the
program was carefully designed to allow attendees
to gain a better understanding of the importance of
interpersonal relationships in achieving successful
health outcomes.
He said it was important for local audiences to not
only hear about the work of Project Rozana from
Israeli and Palestinian medical specialists who operate
at the coal face, but to engage directly in conversation
with the doctors and Project Rozana leadership
regarding their ability to carry out their cooperative
work in Israel and the Palestinian Territories.

Dr Salami presented an overview of the challenges
being faced by the Palestinian health sector, focusing
on her hospital, Augusta Victoria in East Jerusalem.
Dr. Walden reported on the weekly health clinics that
he and other Israeli doctors conduct in West Bank
towns and villages, noting that these services are well
received and welcomed by the communities.
The Sick Kids event was organized by Drs. Shawna
Novak (Executive Director of CISEPO - Canada
International Scientific Exchange Program and
coordinator of professional development with
the University of Toronto) and Mark Greenberg
(paediatric oncologist at Sick Kids).

INTERFAITH EVENT LEAD TORONTO SCHEDULE

Understanding ‘facts’ on the ground

The Center of Israel and Jewish Affairs (CIJA - the
Canadian Jewish Community advocacy organization)
co-sponsored an interfaith event at the Munk School
of Global Affairs at the University of Toronto.

At the well-attended gathering organised by the
Jewish Community Relations Council (JCRC) in
Manhattan on the first day of the visit, Prof Leiba
was asked about the dissonance between his
cooperative work with Palestinian physicians during
his IDF service and the inherent tension between
Palestinians and Israeli soldiers on the West Bank.
He responded that he doesn’t see it this way and
that while the army carries out its mission to keep
the atmosphere calm, by developing a joint IsraeliPalestinian medical association, he demonstrated
a way to live together and improve healthcare
outcomes.

“There was a lively and inspiring discussion with the
doctors who were able to convey the importance
of collaboration in the healthcare field, including
training and treatment, and the increasingly
important relationships that are established between
Palestinian and Israel doctors and other healthcare
professionals”, reported Mark S. Anshan, Chair of
Project Rozana Canada.
He said Dr Salami was asked about criticism from her
community for working collaboratively with Israeli
colleagues. She said, “For the patients, it is the right
thing to do.”
A seminar for doctors held at the Hospital for Sick
Children (SickKids) in Toronto, provided an important
opportunity for Drs. Walden and Salami to discuss
the significance of working in partnership with
colleagues in the delivery of healthcare services to
Palestinian patients.

“These weren’t frivolous questions but heartfelt
concerns and the answers were frank and
demonstrated very clearly how important Project
Rozana is to bridging the divide while having very
practical and long-term consequences for the health
and welfare of the Palestinian people,” Mr Bob says.
Project Rozana is built on four key principles, which
the speakers were able to expand on:

story continues page 7
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• To train Palestinian health workers at Israeli
hospitals in needed specialties before returning to
build the health capacity of their own communities.
• To treat critically and chronically-ill Palestinian
children in Israeli hospitals when funding from the
Palestinian Authority has been exhausted.
• To treat children in Israel from centres of conflict
in the region, such as southern Syrian, when the
health services in their country have been degraded.
• To provide free transport for mainly Palestinian
children by Israeli and Palestinian volunteers from
the border of Gaza and the West Bank to hospitals
in Israel, where the cost would have otherwise been
prohibitive.
In addition to the events in Toronto and New York,
the Project Rozana doctors addressed a standing
room only Capitol Hill briefing in Washington DC
hosted by Congressman Jamie Raskin; an interfaith
gathering at the All Dulles Area Muslim Society
(ADAMS), the second largest mosque in the US.
During their second week of their visit to the USA,
Dr Salami, Professor Walden and Professor Leiba
were special guests at the Theodore Bikel Legacy
Project concert in LA featuring the legendary Israeli
singer, David Broza; and held meetings and Q&A
sessions at Jewish, Muslim and Christian centres in

San Francisco, St Louis and Chicago, as well as at
hospitals and universities.
“The purpose of this roadshow was to build
awareness to the Project Rozana brand and to
request funding support for our many activities,” Mr
Bob said. “Early response has been overwhelmingly
positive and shows just how deep the interest is in
the role of health as a solution to the issues facing
these communities.”
“It was particularly heartening for us to meet with
Muslim, Christian, Hispanic and Jewish leaders, as
well as members of the US Congress. Each of them
represents an important group that can help to
advance the work of Project Rozana.”
Mark Anshan paid tribute to the work of Project
Rozana Canada board members Rev Laurette
Glasgow, Jon Allen, Karen Goldenberg and Dubaibased Katherine Verrier-Frechette.
Both men praised the work of their respective boards
and the professional staff of New York-based Ameinu
Inc., which provided logistical support throughout
the 12-day, seven city tour.
Chair of Project Rozana International, Ron Finkel AM,
said the speakers’ tour is a promising format that will
be replicated in the future.
www.projectrozana.org

OUT OF THE SHADOWS
A soon-to-be-released feature length
documentary, Out of the Shadows, from multi
award-winning Australian filmmaker, Penny
Robins, explores the issue of childhood trauma by
telling the story of the first ever Binational School
of Psychotherapy which is located at Hadassah
Hospital in Jerusalem. (see A World of Difference).
The film is a moving exploration of how the
relationships and lives of people through the
generations are impacted by the experience of
living in conflict zones. The two main protagonists
are Dr Esti Galili-Weisstub and Dr Shafiq Masalha,
co-founders of the school but who come from
opposing sides of the conflict.

different motivations and goals for what they want
to achieve during the course.
All of them are working with families and children
around the region and they bring actual cases
and situations into the group for exploration and
workshopping. The film will capture the resulting
complex and sometimes confronting discussions
and conversations.

It follows students over two-years as they learn
ways to treat trauma and mental illness in children.
These young therapists, drawn from both sides
of the ethnic and political divide, come from
Israel, the West Bank and Gaza. They all have very
7

PEACE IS COMING,
BUT IT’S UNDER
THE RADAR

Artist’s attribution???

The following Opinion Piece appeared in the respected national daily, The Australian
on 16 January 2018. Penned by Ron Finkel, it captured the essence of Project Rozana’s
modus operandi – to advance the health needs of the Palestinian community through
collaboration with Israel’s respected and highly-regarded health system.
The most powerful weapon we have to
achieve understanding between people is quiet
diplomacy. You might think that’s a pipe dream
given the news we receive from the Middle East,
particularly when it comes to the Palestinians
and Israelis.
Their dispute has been the subject of more heated
discussion and questionable resolutions at the UN
and its agencies than any other. It would be easy
to assume — and most do — that no end to the
conflict is within reach.
But I disagree. I have witnessed first-hand what
can be achieved through quiet diplomacy.
What I see today began more than 100 years ago
in pre-Mandate Palestine through the activism
of Henrietta Szold. She was an American who
believed an effective and lasting healthcare
service was the key to building interpersonal
relationships.
Her self-appointed jurisdiction was Palestine in
the early 1900s. Her example is universal and
timeless, yet cutting through the competing
interests is more difficult today than it has
ever been.
Through Szold’s example even the most
intractable political and religious conflict can
be resolved.
Szold worked with people blighted by poverty

and disadvantage and with a barely functioning
health system. She lacked the resources to
change the first two, but had the will and
experience to confront the third. She introduced
First World healthcare to the country, which
eventually found expression through Hadassah
Hospital in Jerusalem.
Her philosophy was simple but far-reaching:
healthcare must be available to everyone,
irrespective of their gender, religion, nationality,
politics or financial status. This became the
template for all medical services in Israel and
resulted in relationships with the Palestinian
community in East Jerusalem, the West Bank
and Gaza.
These relationships, mostly under the radar, have
resulted in thousands of Palestinian doctors,
nurses and therapists being trained at Israeli
hospitals. Many return to their own communities
to build the health infrastructure. These
relationships endure, mainly through patient
consultations and professional development.
Most people are unaware that the doctors who
operate Gaza’s main cystic fibrosis clinic in Gaza
City were trained by one of the world’s leading
specialists, Eitan Kerem of Hadassah Hospital in
Jerusalem. They maintain professional contact
with Eitan and his colleagues via Skype and, less
frequently, through visits to Israel.
story continues page 9
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Even more surprising is the fact that half of inpatient beds at Israel’s largest children’s hospital
at the sprawling Sheba Medical Centre near Tel
Aviv are occupied by children from Gaza and the
West Bank. In the northern Israeli town of Safed,
the Ziv Medical Centre treats mainly
Syrian children.
Local hospitals and clinics in southwest Syria
have been destroyed in the ongoing civil war,
but despite the risks associated with crossing the
border, Ziv is the only life-sustaining option for
these critically ill children.
Even Australia is playing its part in finding a way
forward to a future where reconciliation and
mutual respect are the norm. Project Rozana was
established by Hadassah Australia in early 2013. It
is an initiative that is bringing Australians of many
backgrounds together in a common endeavour
to make a difference in a region where the gaps
between people seem unbridge¬able. It has
since expanded to the US, Canada, Israel and the
Palestinian territories. Its first core principle is
to financially support the training of Palestinian
doctors, nurses and therapists at Hadassah and
other Israeli hospitals, in order to encourage
their return to their communities. The principle
of “train local, stay local” is important; too many
training in Jordan, Germany and elsewhere have
ben encouraged to remain.
The second is to provide top-up funding for
critically ill Palestinian children from the
West Bank and Gaza in Israeli hospitals when
funding from the Palestinian Authority has
been exhausted.

Rozana Abu Ghannam at Hadassah.

The third is to raise funds for Road to Recovery,
an inspired Israeli NGO that transports mainly
Palestinian children from checkpoints on the
border of Gaza and the West Bank to hospitals
in Israel. This free service is operated by more
than 1000 Israeli volunteers and will soon build a
Palestinian cohort of volunteers after funding was
raised earlier this year to employ a full-time West
Bank-based co-ordinator. For many Palestinian
families, the cost of taxis was beyond their
capacity, especially for patients whose chronic
illness required ongoing medical support.
The fourth is to fund the treatment of children in
Israel from centres of conflict in the region, such
as the Syrian children.
Peace requires political will — that of the leaders
and that of the people. If the day comes when
leaders on both sides can agree on the terms
of a peace agreement they will need to secure
the support of their respective peoples. Project
Rozana is contributing significantly to building
that community on both sides: those who have
come to know and understand the other and
recognise their shared humanity. Mutual interests
outweigh their differences.
Engaging in meaningful personal contact on
a broad scale will help deliver the grassroots
support needed to embrace any deal. The
dividend of all this goodwill might be an end to
the apparently insoluble complexities that stand
between these peoples and peace.
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THE OPINION PIECE THAT APPEARED IN THE AUSTRALIAN CREATED
WIDESPREAD AND ROBUST ONLINE COMMENTARY THAT WAS
UNIVERSALLY SUPPORTIVE OF PROJECT ROZANA. WE’RE PLEASED TO
PRESENT A SMALL NUMBER OF THESE TOGETHER WITH A LETTER TO
THE EDITOR FROM MARK AWERBUCH OF CRAFTERS, SOUTH AUSTRALIA.

Saved in Israel
Ron Finkel’s article (“Peace is coming, but it’s under the radar”, 16/1), is consonant with my
personal experience. In October 2014 I had a successful bone marrow transplant for a rare form
of acute leukaemia in Hadassah Hospital, Jerusalem. I was only there because three transplant
units in Australia deemed my prognosis hopeless, and unsuitable for transplantation.
Most of the patients on my transplant ward happened to be Palestinians and Palestinians were
on medical staff. One of my nurses was a hijab-wearing nurse called Saajidah, a name that
means prostrating in prayer, and true to her name she said she would pray for me. I knew I
needed all the help I could get.
While Israel may be accused of discrimination against Palestinians none was evident on my
ward. In 2005 Hadassah Hospital was nominated for the Nobel Peace Prize, for treating patients
without regard to race, religion or ethnicity, and in 2013 Hadassah treated over 200,000
Palestinians without charge, which is why I find the media’s view on Israel-Palestinian relations
so unbalanced.
Mark Awerbuch, Crafers, SA

HERE IS A SELECTION OF ONLINE POSTS:
Joy

Thomas

John

I am in awe of Israel. Kicked in
the face by the UN, the craven
weak kneed international political
class, the BDS abomination and,
of course, Bob Carr, Israel doesn’t
just turn the other cheek. Israel
gives new meaning to the Good
Samaritan. All power to that
heroic nation.

Half of in-patient beds at Israel’s
largest children’s hospital at the
sprawling Sheba Medical Centre
near Tel Aviv are occupied by
children from Gaza and the West
Bank. Says a lot.

The best and most effective work
is nearly always done under the
radar. Media attention thwarts
many a promising outcome. I
am always conflicted between
the need for the principle of
media exposure versus quiet
achievement.

Timothy
A wonderful article which deals
with reality not rhetoric, and
humanity rather than hatred.
Bravo!

Jeffrey
What your insightful article tells
me Ron is that most human
beings are quite happy to care
for each other and most also
recognise the value of the
structures ordinary folks can
create from the grass roots up
when free to do so.
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OUR MISSION AND PURPOSE
Project Rozana was established in 2013 with three core aims:
TREATMENT

1

Project Rozana provides top-up funding to ensure that critically-ill children
from the West Bank and Gaza can continue their treatment in Israeli hospitals
when funding from the Palestinian Authority is exhausted.
It also supports the work of hospitals like Ziv in Tzfat (Safed), which is literally on
the front line of providing time-critical healthcare to Syrians caught up in the civil
war. Project Rozana is dedicated to supporting children who arrive in Israel from
centres of conflict in the region.

TRANSPORT

2

Internationally-respected NGO, Road to Recovery, provides transport for
Palestinian patients, typically children, from checkpoints on the border of Gaza
and the West Bank to hospitals in Israel. Without this free service, the cost of taxis
would be prohibitive for many Palestinians who would be denied much needed
medical treatment.
Thanks to funding from Project Rozana, the service has expanded with the
appointment of a full-time coordinator in the West Bank. Not only will this assist
in making the journey less stressful for Palestinians patients and their families, it
will hopefully encourage Palestinians to volunteer as drivers.

TRAINING

3

Assisting Palestinian doctors, nurses and therapists to receive training in Israeli
hospitals is an important step in building the health capacity of the Palestinian
community. Funding provided by Project Rozana is making a significant
difference to the number of health workers who can benefit from, and get
exposure to, the superior health care training that Israel offers. It also means
that Palestinians returning to their communities create close and ongoing
professional relationships with their Israeli counterparts for the benefit
of their patients.

FOR MORE INFORMATION:
Project Rozana Head Office
L1, 306 Hawthorn Road, Caulfield South 3162
T: 1800 423 277
E: info@projectrozana.org
www.projectrozana.org
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