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P R O J ECT RO ZANA
BUILDING BETTER UNDERSTANDING BETWEEN ISRAELIS AND PALESTINIANS THROUGH HEALTH

E D I T O R I A L

I

n progressive political circles I am sometimes asked why I work on
initiatives like Project Rozana when peace negotiations between the
Israelis and Palestinians are non-existent. Wouldn’t a singular focus
on affecting political change be more effective?
A harsher criticism of the work we do is that it ‘normalizes’ the
unsustainable status quo on the West Bank and Gaza.
While every conflict has its unique causes and characteristics, I think it is
instructive to look at the experience of the situation in Northern Ireland,
or ‘The Troubles’ as they were called. After many years of seemingly intractable
political conflict and violence, at the time of the Good Friday Agreement in
1998, there were 5,000 co-existence projects underway between Catholics and
Protestants. The agreement needed to be approved by voters in two separate
referendums (Northern Ireland and the Republic of Ireland), and experts agree
that the existence of grassroots support developed through these contacts was
essential for the wide margins of passage.
It is important to note that the funding for much of this effort came from
the International Fund for Ireland (IFI) and there are proposals pending in
governmental venues around the world, including in the U.S. Congress to
establish a similar International Fund for Israeli-Palestinian Peace.

story continues page 2

Kenneth Bob,
Chair Project Rozana USA

I believe that in fact
both a political track
and grassroots work are
essential elements of an
Israeli-Palestinian peace
strategy. While Project
Rozana makes no claims
to directly affect the
macro-political track,
we have every hope that
we can impact the peopleto-people level.

ROAD TO RECOVERY OPENED UP FOR MORE PALESTINIANS

Medical coordination
between Israel and the
Palestinian Authority
has been ongoing
since 1995 and
continues to
increase each year.

More than 20,000 permits were granted in 2018 to Palestinians living in the
West Bank to enter Israel and receive treatment or support a patient receiving
treatment, according to figures released by the Coordination of Government
Activities in the Territories (COGAT).
That represents an increase of nearly 3,000 from 2017.
Medical coordination between Israel and the Palestinian Authority
has been ongoing since 1995 and continues to increase each year.
With the growing involvement of Project Rozana in supporting Palestinian
patients to access Israeli hospitals and in the training of medical specialists in
Israel, it is hoped that the numbers will increase even further in coming years.
This also includes Gaza, although the numbers transferring are significantly
smaller than from the West Bank.
story continues page 2
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ROAD TO RECOVERY OPENED
UP FOR MORE PALESTINIANS
story continued from page 1

According to the Chairman of Project Rozana
International, Ron Finkel AM, support from
COGAT and other government agencies in
Israel has been ongoing and has helped to
facilitate the cross-border relationship.

“Much of this activity happens under the
radar,” Mr Finkel said. “There are people
on both sides who see the health needs
of people as the most important priority.
From Project Rozana’s point of view,
one of our key objectives is to upskill
and empower the Palestinian health
system so that fewer transfers to Israel
are needed.
“This will happen as Israel trains more
Palestinian medical personnel in needed
specializations. A consequence of that
will be to lower the impact on the Israeli
healthcare system which is already
stretched.”

In a study entitled ‘A future for Israeli-Palestinian
Peacebuilding’, Ned Lazarus, a professor at George
Washington University, lays out the case that such
mimicking of the Northern Ireland experience would
be meaningful in the case of the Middle East conflict.
He points out that there are currently 164 co-existence
organizations operating in the Israel-Palestine realm,
and only 39 with a budget over $1 million.
Jonathan Powell, Prime Minister Tony Blair’s Chief
of Staff and the chief British negotiator during the
Northern Ireland Peace Process, wrote that “The IFI
prepared the ground for peacemaking – it began its
work 12 years before the Good Friday Agreement
was signed. And it made peace sustainable.” He adds
that “by following the successful precedent of the
International Fund for Ireland, the proposed new
Fund would provide a consistent, sustainable and
transparent funding source equipped to bring to
scale the successful models and the best practices
discussed by Lazarus.”
I would further suggest that Project Rozana is a
perfect application of this approach as it contains
three key elements of successful initiatives, according
to the research.

Mr Finkel said that building trust between Israeli
and Palestinian medical professionals and
opening channels of communication between
them are important to optimize patient care.

A significant number of people are touched by the
activity, and there are repeat engagements. The sad
fact is that many of the patients and chaperones
transported by Road to Recovery drivers to
appointments at Israeli hospitals are on a regular
schedule of radiation, chemotherapy or some other
treatment. These repeat contacts between driver and
patient families, between doctors and patients, build
over time and develop into durable relationships.

Treatments vary, but cancer is among the
most frequently treated diseases. Of the 6,000
Palestinian cancer patients who live in the
West Bank, 1,200 were treated in an Israeli
hospital in 2018.

Secondly, the engagement through our training
programs creates strong bonds between hundreds
of professionals on both sides of the Green Line,
who in turn have extensive personal and professional
networks who can be influenced by their experiences.

Additionally, more than 200 patients from the
West Bank, including 112 children, received
bone marrow transplants in Israeli hospitals.

Finally, the objective of the strategic training initiatives
is to build healthcare infrastructure and human capital
in local West Bank and Gaza communities. This will
create societal building blocks that are critical when a
peace agreement is ultimately reached.

Eighteen patients received eye neoplasms, and
103 received cornea transplants with treatment
at Jerusalem’s St. John’s Ophthalmic Hospital.
Hadassah Hospital in West Jerusalem and
Augusta Victoria Hospital in East Jerusalem also
carry the lion’s share of West Bank patients and
the training of Palestinian medical personnel.

Unless we build constituencies and cultures of peace
among both Israelis and Palestinians, future peace
negotiations will not have the environment and
public support they will need to succeed. Therefore,
a parallel approach of governmental and grassroots
engagement is essential for achieving lasting peace
between the Palestinians and Israelis.

Kenneth Bob,
Chair Project Rozana USA
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A SENSELESS DEATH REVEALS
OUR SHARED HUMANITY
Yuval Roth, founder of Road to Recovery, faced
a confronting choice: hate the ‘other’ or embrace
him. It was a decision driven by the death of his
brother at the hands of Hamas terrorists in 1997.

Road to Recovery Founder Yuval Roth

PROJECT ROZANA OPENS
UP A SUPER HIGHWAY FOR
ROAD TO RECOVERY
Project Rozana recently ramped up
its commitment to Road to Recovery,
by signing a three-year agreement to
become the organization’s exclusive
international fundraising and
strategic partner.
We are committed to raising US$70,000 in
the first year (with funds already sent) rising
to US$100,000 in 2021. This will assist in
building the number of patient transfers
from 18,000 in 2018 to 25,000+ in 2021.
“From a standing start less than three years ago,
we have made the work of Road to Recovery an
integral part of our business model,” says Ruth
Ramone Rosen, the Executive Director of
Project Rozana.

Ultimately, Yuval saw a family’s pain much like his
own in the stories of Palestinians. He reached out
to them, as they did to him. His ‘soapbox’ was a car
and a commitment to drive sick Palestinians from
the checkpoints to Israeli hospitals. Not under
cover of darkness, but in the full glare of a medical
ethos that says illness and infirmity should never
be judged by anything other than need.

This goes to the heart of Project Rozana.
We don’t judge and we don’t arbitrate. We
simply provide pathways for Palestinians
to access the very best medical expertise
in Israel. And we actively support the
empowerment of the Palestinian health
system to achieve equity with its Israeli
counterpart in order to reduce demand on
Israel’s overstretched healthcare system.
To understand why embracing the stranger is
so important, we refer you to an Opinion piece
that appeared in The Australian Jewish News on
January 31. It concerns the brutal and senseless
murder of Aiia Maasarwe, an Israeli Palestinian
student studying in Australia.
It was written by Nathan Jeffay, the AJN’s Israel
correspondent. There is a lesson in it for all of us.
VIEW ARTICLE HERE

“We are well connected to communal, faith and
political communities in North America and
Australia, and as we grow our presence in these
markets so too does awareness to the life-saving
work of Road to Recovery,” she said.
Ms Rosen said that the Road to Recovery
‘Adopt-A-Driver’ initiative which was launched
by our US affiliate this year (see story this issue),
will soon be operating in all jurisdictions.
This is the first of many ideas to be harnessed
for the Transport arm of Project Rozana.
Mourners at the funeral of Aiia Maasarwe in Israel
Photo: AP Photo/Ariel Schalit
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STEP-BY-STEP

PROJECT ROZANA CANADA MARCHES TOWARDS A BRIGHT FUTURE
“Project Rozana is moving ahead with its organization and setting the stage for taking a leading role in engaging
with those who are interested in supporting our efforts at building bridges of understanding between Israelis
and Palestinians through health,” says Mark S Anshan, Chair of Project Rozana Canada (PRCAN).
by an important meeting with Members of Parliament
who engaged in an informative discussion of Project
Rozana’s goals and the potential for working together
with the government. This session was arranged by
Michael Levitt, Member of Parliament and Chair of
the Foreign Affairs Committee and the Canada-Israel
Parliamentary Group.
The speakers, together with Jon Allen, were
interviewed on the Ottawa afternoon radio program.
A lively and engaging interview can be heard here:
Dr Sagit Arbel-Alon,
Ambassador of Germany to
Canada and Dr Akram Amro

Early in 2018, PRCAN received its charitable
status from the Canadian government and has
been receiving donations, most recently from the
successful speakers’ tour (see below). Its online
donation system is now operating from the
PRCAN website.
Mr Anshan says his organization is continuing to
network with other organizations and individuals in
order to expand its support and recruit new board
members.
“This is part of our effort to reach out to other faithbased communities,” he said. “We are hoping to recruit
a member of the Arab community in Canada to join our
Board of Directors.”
Board members Jon Allen and The Reverend Canon
Laurette Glasgow are leading PRCAN’s engagement
with the Canadian government, with the hope of
obtaining governmental support for some of Project
Rozana’s projects. Mr Allen is a former Canadian
Ambassador to Israel.
Mr Anshan said that in November, 2018, the
organization was pleased to host Dr. Sagit ArbelAlon, Deputy Director of the Reut Rehabilitation
Medical Center in Tel Aviv, and Dr. Akram Amro,
General Manager of Green Land Society for Health
Development. The speakers participated in several
events in Ottawa and Toronto.
“This was our second speakers’ tour organized together
with Project Rozana USA, coordinated by our friend
and colleague Ken Bob, with support from the Project
Rozana Australia office led by Ron Finkel and Ruth
Ramone Rosen.”

LISTEN TO THE INTERVIEW HERE
The German Ambassador to Canada, Sabine
Sparwasser, hosted a reception at the German
residence at which government officials and friends of
PRCAN heard Dr. Arbel-Alon and Dr. Amro speak about
the importance of Project Rozana in strengthening the
ongoing connections between Israelis and Palestinians
in the health sector.
In Toronto, a reception was hosted by Penny Fine and
Hugh Furneaux (PRCAN supporters) in their home.
Several new supporters and friends of PRCAN were
recruited at this event.
The Board of PRCAN has begun planning for
further events in Toronto, Ottawa and Montreal
in the coming year.

Above: Project Rozana
Canada Directors with
Guest Speakers and
Members of Parliament
Left: L-R Dr Sagit
Arbel-Alon, Ambassador
of Germany to Canada,
Sabine Sparwasser,
Dr Akram Amro

In Ottawa, the speakers began their tour at St.
Bartholomew’s Anglican Church. This was followed
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A PASSIONATE DOCTOR
EARNS HIS ‘FREEDOM’
In January of this year, Dr Maged Abu Ramadan,
who is a member of Project Rozana’s Palestinian
Advisory Committee, was presented with the
Freedom of the City of London in recognition for
his role as Mayor of Gaza City and as a trustee
of St John Eye Hospital in Gaza.
It is an award well-deserved for a man who is
passionate about bringing the best solutions in health
care to the people of Gaza. He is well-respected
by the Israeli medical establishment and his many
colleagues in the West Bank.
Ronit Zimmer, Chair of Project Rozana Israel, paid
tribute to Dr Abu Ramadan and his tireless work that
is credited with bringing many major achievements
to St John Eye Hospital in Gaza over the past
five years.
“Under Maged’s leadership, the hospital has built
state-of-the-art facilities which resulted in at least
64% more major surgical operations in 2017 than it
did in the previous year,” she said.
He was honoured at the Chamberlain’s Court at
Guildhall in the City of London, in one of the oldest
surviving traditional ceremonies still in existence
in the City, and by the Chamberlain of the City of
London himself, Dr Peter Kane.
In modern times the award is entirely ceremonial and
given in recognition to individuals who have made
substantial contribution to the lives of Londoners,
to the City or society in general.

VIEW THE ARTICLE HERE

COMMUNITIES WORK
HAND-IN-HAND TO SUPPORT
PROJECT ROZANA
The first major inter-communal dinner in Australia to
celebrate the work of Project Rozana will be held in
Sydney in May this year.
The theme is ‘Hand in Hand: Australians supporting
Israelis and Palestinians – Building better understanding
through Health’.
The dinner aims to attract more than 500 guests from
across the religious, communal and political spectrum.
While some details have yet to be announced, the dinner
will be held on Wednesday, 22nd May at Le Montage,
a waterfront venue in Lilyfield Sydney. The cost will be
$150 per person. Corporate tables and sponsorship
opportunities are available.
Funds raised from the dinner will be allocated to
designated projects already announced by the Project
Rozana leadership.
Co-hosts of the event will be Dr Jamal Rifi AM, a member
of the Project Rozana Australia board and a leading voice
in the Australian Lebanese community, and Ron Finkel
AM, Chair of Project Rozana Australia.
The speakers will include Professor Esti Galili-Weisstub,
Chair of Child and Adolescent Psychiatry at Hadassah
Hospital in Jerusalem, and Dr Akram Amro, CEO of the
Greenland Society for Health Development in Hebron, and
a member of the Faculty of Health at Al-Quds University.
The compere will be Rob Shehadie, an Australian-Lebanese
actor, writer and stand-up comedian. He created the TV
comedy series, ‘Here Come The Habibs’, and was creator
of the hit comedy, ‘From Lebanon With Love Part 1 & 2’,
which has been one of the most successful and celebrated
independent theatre shows in Australia.
Mr Ron Finkel AM & Dr Jamal Rifi AM
invite you to a special evening

Save the Date
Wednesday 22 May, 2019
Sydney, Australia

PROJECT ROZANA
HAND IN HAND DINNER
Australians supporting Israelis and Palestinians:
Building better understanding through Health

From L-R: Trustee Herbert Von Bose, Former Lord Mayor Dame Fiona
Woolf, City Chamberlain Dr Peter Kane, Awni Abu Ramadan, Dr Maged
Abu Ramadan, Miss Sondos Hassanin, St John Eye Hospital Chairman
Nicholas Woolf, Trustee Guy Morton, Lord Prior Sir Malcolm Ross,
Trustee Nicholas Goulding, Trustee and current City Deputy for the
Ward of Billingsgate, Jamie Ingham Clark, at Guildhall, Monday 8th
January 2018

Dinner and Appeal

VIEW FURTHER INFO HERE
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ADOPT-A-DRIVER PROGRAM ON FAST TRACK TO SUCCESS

Road to Recovery’s Yuval Roth with Palestinian father and child

Volunteer driver, Yoel Hirsch – Kibbutz Afikim – Northern Israel
with a patient and family members

Project Rozana USA has embarked on an exciting initiative to support
the Road to Recovery enterprise, which gives certainty to Palestinian
patients needing to access the Israeli healthcare system but who
cannot afford the high cost of transport.
As Kenneth Bob, the Chair of PRUSA explains:

“Of the 2,000 volunteers handling patient
transportation on the Israeli and Palestinian
sides of the Green Line, almost all of them
are currently from Israel,” he said.
“This is not surprising as Israelis have been
active since Road to Recovery was established
in 2010, whereas our West Bank partner, the
Green Land Society for Health Development,
only began recruiting Palestinian drivers in
mid-2018.”
The planned initiative will see funds raised to
reimburse some of the Israeli drivers and all of the
Palestinian drivers for their fuel. The funds will also
go towards renting vans to bring groups from the
Erez crossing with Gaza to hospitals in Israel, for
specialized equipment and other direct expenses.
The donations don’t go directly to a specific driver,
but are allocated by the organization on the basis
of need.

VIEW FURTHER INFO HERE

“We are collecting drivers’ bios, pictures and
a description, in their words, of their motivation
for volunteering,” Mr Bob said.
“Any group or individual pledging a minimum of
$1,200 on an annual basis will be provided with
information about the driver and updates on
their activity.”
Mr Bob said that the initiative will target religious
institutions, individually or where groups of these
institutions have partnered in an interfaith context,
interfaith councils, volunteer groups like Rotary,
medical voluntary associations and Mideast dialogue
groups, as well as student groups and others.”
Among the resources to be provided will include
a one-page program flyer, a more detailed written
explanation about Road to Recovery, a number of
explanatory videos, and so on.
“Currently, there are close to 20,000 Palestinian
patient transfers each year, from the checkpoints
with Gaza and the West Bank to hospitals in Israel,”
he said.
“Our objective is to raise $100,000 a year and to grow
the number of transfers by at least 20% a year. This
will make a real and profound difference to the lives
of many Palestinians with critical health needs and
their families. And it will demonstrate the relevance
and power of Project Rozana to be a conduit of
that difference.”
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PROJECT ROZANA TRANSPORT INITIATIVE EXPANDS IN WEST BANK

The partnership with Hebron-based Green Land Society for
Health Development (GLSHD) to provide a free service in the West
Bank similar to the Road to Recovery initiative in Israel, is being
expanded after a successful introduction in 2018.
The two services link at the West Bank border checkpoints providing an end-toend solution for Palestinian patients and their carers. Although the service is in
its infancy in the West Bank, increasingly patients are being collected from their
homes and transported to Israeli hospitals via Israeli volunteer drivers who will
meet patients at the checkpoints. Patients return to their homes at night using
the same service in reverse.
Previously, the cost of public transport was prohibitive and less efficient for many
Palestinian families.
The agreement between Project Rozana and GLSHD was signed by Ron Finkel AM
and Dr Akram Amro. It covers a two-year commitment of US$60,000 per annum,
with funds already transferred for 2019. Funds will assist to increase the number of
volunteer drivers living in the West Bank with the aim of having at least 150 drivers
by the end of the second year of the project.
Dr Akram Amro, CEO Green Land
Society for Health Development

Dr Amro said that the long-term aim is to provide transport to every patient
in need of this service.

“Another aspect of the expansion is to broaden the Palestinian community’s awareness that the service exists,”
he said. “This is important for patients who receive a permit to enter Israel for medical treatment, but are
concerned at the cost of transport, particularly when multiple hospital visits are required.”
Social media and community media will increasingly be used to alert people to the service, both patients and
potential volunteer drivers. It will also be used to promote a new Adopt-A-Driver initiative that is being launched
by Project Rozana USA, to be followed by affiliates in Australia and Canada.
A dedicated Facebook page and website to operate in Arabic will be announced shortly.
Funds will also be allocated to create and maintain an Arabic-language database of Palestinian patients and
drivers, and a coordinating system to run in parallel with the Road to Recovery web-based system.

MEETING PROJECT ROZANA IN ISRAEL

Moti Dolgin, a volunteer grant writer working with Project Rozana
USA, recently returned from a visit to Israel. He prepared the
following report on his experiences.
In December 2018, shortly after attending a
beautiful and touching presentation in New York by
Dr Akram Amro and Dr Sagit Arbel-Alon (see story
this issue), I started volunteering for Project Rozana.
My role is to assist with fundraising in the US.
As I had a scheduled trip to Israel in mid-January,
Kenneth Bob, the Chair of Project Rozana USA,
introduced me to several of Project Rozana’s
partners in the region. This gave me an

opportunity to meet them in person and to hear
first-hand about the good work they do.
A few days after arriving in Israel, Eli Sahar from
Road to Recovery picked me up and we drove
to the home of Naeem Al-Baeda in the small
village of Jayous. Naeem is the former volunteer
coordinator for the organization in the West Bank,
which Project Rozana is supporting financially.
His village is only a few minutes’ drive from the
story continues page 8
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Volunteer Driver Naeem Al-Baeda

checkpoint east of
Kfar Saba, but really a
world away. Naeem
welcomed us to his
beautiful home that
he built himself (he’s a
construction worker
by trade). Yuval Roth,
the founder of Road
to Recovery, was
already there and we
were invited to join
them for breakfast.

“Don’t eat too much!” said Naeem with a smile.
“My wife is preparing a big lunch.”
Shortly after, we left for a tour of the area. Naeem
drove to the outskirts of the village and from there
we walked to a viewpoint, overlooking the security
fence and the village’s agricultural fields. The
view was beautiful; green rolling hills and valleys
and on the horizon, large homes inside the Israeli
settlements that practically surround the village.
Naeem told stories about the difficulties of
working their fields, which are largely on the other
side of the security fence. He spoke about the
frustrations of the youth and the dealings with the
Israeli army. We then drove to one of his fields,

a new citrus grove with a hut in the middle. We sat
outside, spoke and got to know each other while
Naeem’s nephew made us tea. It was the most
beautiful conference room I’ve ever been to.
What struck me, hearing Naeem’s and Yuval’s
deeply-personal stories, was how they got
involved with Road to Recovery. It involved
channelling personal tragedies towards doing
good despite living day-to-day under difficult
circumstances, as is the case with Naeem.
Both men maintain a positive outlook and work
tirelessly to bring the Israeli and Palestinian people
together, one patient at a time, creating, in Yuval’s
words “many small islands of sanity.” When we
returned to Naeem’s home, I met five Israeli Road
to Recovery volunteer coordinators who arrived
for a team meeting.
I had three more meetings while in Israel,
including at two hospitals, one Palestinian and one
Israeli, where I met Israeli and Palestinian doctors,
all dedicated to the same cause of improving
relations through healthcare.
It was uplifting to meet everyone and hear their
stories, and it renewed a sense of optimism that’s
easy to lose in this environment, giving me extra
motivation to contribute from New York.

MEDICAL FELLOWSHIPS ENHANCE PALESTINIAN HEALTHCARE
Project Rozana is funding medical fellowships to
foster partnerships between Israeli hospitals that
offer specialist medical training, and Palestinian
doctors looking to upskill in those specialisations.
The motivation is to train the Palestinians in areas
identified as gaps in the Palestinian health sector,
often requiring patient access to Israeli hospitals.
The long-term aim is to reduce dependence on the
Israeli health system, and provide a broader medical
framework for the Palestinian community in the West
Bank and Gaza.

Dr Khadra Salami announced as recipient of the
2019 Project Rozana Medical Fellowship

In 2018, the first two fellowships were awarded to Dr
Mohammed Majed Rabee Skafi from Hebron who has
been working in the Pediatric Intensive Care Unit at
Hadassah Hospital in Jerusalem, and Dr Majed Dabur
from Ramallah whose residency is in anaesthesiology
at Sheba-Tel Hashomer in Tel Aviv.
story continues page 9
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This year, we are delighted to award a medical
fellowship to Dr Khadra Salami, for training in
pediatric bone marrow transplantation (BMT)
at Hadassah Hospital.
Dr Salami is well-known to North American supporters
of Project Rozana from the January 2018 Speakers’
Tour of the United States and Canada.
She is a pediatric hemato-oncologist and senior
clinician at Augusta Victoria Hospital in East Jerusalem.
In keeping with our mantra of ‘train local, stay local’,
Dr Salami will bring her learnings back to AVH and
increase the hospital’s treatment capacity.
She will spend 24 months (part-time) working with
pediatric BMT specialists, under the supervision of
Professor Polina Stepensky, Director of Bone Marrow
Transplantation and Cancer Immunology at Hadassah.
She will acquire skills essential for performing pediatric
BMT and managing the follow-up of Palestinian
children at AVH.

Dr Salami with a patient

GENDER REASSIGNMENT: A CHALLENGING & COSTLY AREA OF MEDICINE
Cultural issues, even more
than medical conditions,
can sometimes cloud how
communities deal with the
needs of its citizens.

Dr Guy Hidas

This is particularly true for the
Palestinian community when
faced with disorders of sex
development in children. It is a
complex and challenging area
of medicine that is overlaid by
religious, cultural and ethical
considerations.

While a key driver of Project Rozana is to upskill
Palestinian health workers in needed specializations, in
situations like these it will remain an area of medicine that
is best served by the Israeli medical establishment.
Hopefully that will change with time.
For now, Project Rozana is committed to funding a vital
medical service to children who have been diagnosed
with this and related conditions. The decision is made
after consultation between the family and Project
Rozana’s Palestinian Medical Advisory Committee and
our Clinical Advisory Group.
The funds needed are considerable, even with the probono support of medical staff.
To date, Project Rozana has engaged with Hadassah
Hospital in Jerusalem, which is noted for the quality of
its work and success in this area. Pediatric Urologist,
Dr Guy Hidas and his team have continued to
successfully perform surgeries to correct disorders of
sex differentiation disorders (also known as ambiguous

genitalia), that are complex and unusually common
among the Palestinian population.
Dr Hidas sees an average of 20 cases of ambiguous
genitalia per year. Approximately 70% of these cases
involve Palestinian patients, while the balance is from
Israel’s orthodox Jewish community.
Dr Hidas estimates that approximately half of all
patients that present with ambiguous genitalia require
corrective surgery.
“This kind of surgery is highly complicated, and in a
global context, quite rare,” Dr Hidas says. “We have
gained expertise in this area because we see an
unusually high number of cases.”
The team’s number one priority is the long-term
psychological and social well-being of the patient,
as well as to enable future sexual function and fertility
to the greatest extent possible.
Surgical intervention may be required to repair
malformations or reconstruct sexual organs that equate
with the child’s determined gender. Such reconstructive
surgery is highly complex and must often take place over
the course of two to three operations
Even with medical staff donating their time, theatre
expenses and the hospital costs equate to US$10,000
per operation – a figure which is beyond the capacity
of most Palestinian families given that the average wage
for Palestinians is less than US$40 per day.
Project Rozana aims to raise sufficient funds in 2019 to
subsidise the delivery of up to 10 gender reassignment
procedures for Palestinian pediatric patients at Hadassah
Hospital.
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INTERFAITH MEETING PROMOTES PROJECT ROZANA
The principle that ‘by saving one life, we are
saving the world’ is written in both the Talmud
and the Quran, sacred texts of two of the world’s
great monotheistic religions.
It is the principle that also guides Project Rozana,
an organization created in 2013 with the aim of
building bridges of understanding between Israelis
and Palestinians through health.
“Healthcare is the only area of civil society where
the two communities can meet on equal terms and
in the broadest way possible,” says Kenneth Bob,
Chair of Project Rozana USA.
Expanding Project Rozana’s reach in the US has
been the mission of the PRUSA board. In late 2018
it organized a program co-sponsored by three
large Washington-area mosques (ADAMS Center,
McLean Islamic Center and Masjid Muhammad),
two large synagogues (Washington Hebrew
Congregation and Temple Rodef Shalom), three
interfaith organizations (Jews and Muslims and
Allies Acting Together, Foundation for Ethnic
Understanding, and Rumi Forum for Interfaith
Dialogue and Understanding), and the Order
of St. John.
“Multiple references were made to twinning
relationships between mosques and synagogues,
acts of solidarity in the wake of the horrific shooting
in Pittsburgh and the value of shared service
projects,” Mr Bob said.
Among the keynote speakers was Dr. Akram Amro,
CEO of the Hebron-based Green Land Society for
Health Development, whose organization has been
developing a group of West Bank volunteers to
drive patients from towns and villages to the Israeli
security checkpoints.
“Patients are then transferred to Israeli volunteer
drivers in the morning, brought to their hospital
appointments and returned along the same path in
the afternoon,” Dr Amro said.
When asked about the impact these daily, personal
contacts have on Palestinian society, Dr. Amro
shared the example of a young man who was shot
by an Israeli soldier during a demonstration some
time ago.

Project Rozana USA interfaith event with guests and speakers.

“Despite his past experience, he now volunteers as
a driver and has brought a group of friends to join
the effort as well. Every time he drives a patient, he
hands them off to an Israeli driver, completing the
transportation to the door of the hospital.”
Dr. Sagit Arbel-Alon, Deputy Director of the
Reut Rehabilitation Hospital in Tel Aviv, shared
experiences from her many years at Hadassah
Hospital working shoulder-to-shoulder with
Palestinian doctors and treating Palestinian
patients.
Dr Arbel-Alon expressed hope that funding will be
found for the training of a cohort of Palestinian
therapists using the training team and curriculum
developed at Reut. This would enable the provision
of rehabilitation services in an under-served West
Bank community.
Walter Ruby, long time interfaith activist and
an organizer of the event, said that “efforts to
strengthen relations between American Muslims
and Jews have, in the past, purposely avoided
dealing with the Israeli-Palestinian conflict.
“Today, we are witnessing a paradigm shift,” he said.
“Joining together to support the work of Project
Rozana gives Muslims and Jews the chance to
save lives and improve the quality of health care
for Palestinians, while building closer ties with each
other here at home.”
The appearance of the Palestinian and Israeli
doctors at the event was part of a week-long
speakers tour in November, 2018 that included
programs in the metropolitan areas of New York,
Washington DC, Ottawa and Toronto.
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GAZA HEALTH CORPS GEARS UP FOR ACTION
The first concrete steps have been taken to implement the proposed Project Rozana Health Corps
for Gaza (PRHCG). The purpose of the PRHCG is to create an international initiative involving
Arabic-speaking health professional volunteers, who will deliver improved health outcomes,
particularly in primary healthcare, for the people of Gaza and pathways for skills enhancement
for Gazan health professionals.
In a groundbreaking report following his one -week
visit to the region in January this year, Dr Akram
Amro, CEO of the Hebron-based NGO Green Land
Society for Health Development (GLSHD), held a
range of meetings with key officials involved in
the provision of health services to the population
of Gaza.
Meetings were held with the United Nations Relief and
Works Agency for Palestine Refugees in the Near East
(UNRWA), Al-Ahli Arab Hospital, St. John Gaza Hospital,
Basmato Al-Amal Society, Gaza Center for Artificial
Limbs, The Palestinian Physiotherapy Association,
among others.
Dr Amro and the GLSHD have been working with
Project Rozana since early 2018. Their role was to
establish a volunteer driver program on the West
Bank, similar to the successful program run by Road to
Recovery inside Israel since 2010.
“Our relationship with Dr Amro has been such that he
was the considered to be the perfect representative to
introduce our initiative to Gaza,” says Ron Finkel AM,
President of Project Rozana International.

GAZA VIDEO HERE

“We appreciate that building trust in Gaza is not
easy, but the needs of the people there are real and
pressing. We cannot sit on our hands as a humanitarian
organisation when we see the issues that need to be
addressed, and we have the means by which to make
a difference,” he added.
“Critical to that is the goodwill of many Israeli and
Palestinian health professionals who want to be part
of this important, people-centred initiative.”
For Dr Amro, it was an important and empowering
experience.
“I met many medical and related practitioners in Gaza,”
he said, “and all of them are thirsty for knowledge.
“The Project Rozana Health Corps for Gaza will shine
a light, not only on the extensive health issues facing
the population, but on the remarkable people
who are dedicated to meeting the health needs
of their fellow citizens.”

DR AMRO OPINION PIECE

DR AMRO ON SBS RADIO

Dr Amro addressing medical professionals in Gaza
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PERITONEAL DIALYSIS TRAINING A GAME-CHANGER FOR KIDNEY SUFFERERS
The launch of a new program for peritoneal dialysis training was celebrated at Assuta
Hospital in Ashdod in late February. The joint venture between Augusta Victoria Hospital
in East Jerusalem and the new Assuta Hospital is being funded by Project Rozana, as part
of its guiding philosophy of ‘train local, stay local’. It also reinforces the role of Project
Rozana to build understanding between Israelis and Palestinians through health.

Representatives of Project Rozana with the Peritoneal Dialysis Training team including Assuta Trainers and Palestinian Fellows from Hebron, Bethlehem
and East Jerusalem.

The training will build health capacity in the Palestinian
community by training a cohort of health professionals
in the delivery and management of peritoneal dialysis,
an option not currently available to the large number
of Palestinians suffering from renal failure.
Speaking at the launch, Professor Haim Bitterman CEO
of Assuta Hospital and Walid Nammour, CEO of Augusta
Victoria Hospital expressed their shared commitment to
deliver better outcomes for their patients.

“That is what binds us, Prof Bitterman said.
“It is our common humanity.”
The Project Rozana Peritoneal Dialysis training
project will run over two years and will involve the
establishment of a PD unit at Augusta Victoria serving
the needs of the Palestinian community of the southern
West Bank from Ramallah through to Hebron.

L-R Walid Nammour, CEO Augusta Victoria Hospital and
Professor Haim Bitterman, Director-General Assuta Hospital Ashdod
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OUR MISSION AND PURPOSE
PROJECT ROZANA WAS ESTABLISHED IN 2013 WITH THREE CORE AIMS:

1

2

3

TREATMENT

TRANSPORT

TRAINING

Project Rozana provides top-up
funding to ensure that critically-ill
children from the West Bank and
Gaza can continue their treatment in
Israeli hospitals when funding from the
Palestinian Authority is exhausted.

Project Rozana is dedicated to
supporting children who arrive in
Israel from centres of conflict in the
region. This includes children from the
conflict in Syria who were treated at
Ziv Hospital in Tzfat (Safed) before the
border was closed due to fighting.

Internationally-respected NGO, Road
to Recovery, provides transport for
Palestinian patients, typically children,
from checkpoints on the border of
Gaza and the West Bank to hospitals
in Israel. Without this free service,
the cost of taxis would be prohibitive
for many Palestinians who would
be denied much needed medical
treatment.

Thanks to funding from Project
Rozana, the service has expanded
with the appointment of a full-time
coordinator in the West Bank. Not only
will this assist in making the journey
less stressful for Palestinians patients
and their families, it will hopefully
encourage Palestinians to volunteer as
drivers.

Assisting Palestinian doctors, nurses
and therapists to receive training in
Israeli hospitals is an important step
in building the health capacity of
the Palestinian community. Funding
provided by Project Rozana is making
a significant difference to the number
of health workers who can benefit

from, and get exposure to, the superior
health care training that Israel offers. It
also means that Palestinians returning
to their communities create close and
ongoing professional relationships with
their Israeli counterparts for the benefit
of their patients.

PR OJECT ROZAN A
BUILDING BETTER UNDERSTANDING BETWEEN ISRAELIS AND PALESTINIANS THROUGH HEALTH

FOR MORE INFORMATION:

FOR MORE INFORMATION:

FOR MORE INFORMATION:

Project Rozana Australia
& International Head Office

Project Rozana Canada

Project Rozana USA

501 Roselawn Avenue,
Toronto, Ontario M5N 1K2 Canada

L9, 25 Broadway, New York,
New York 10004 USA

T: + 1 (416) 488 7991
E: canada@projectrozana.org

T: + 1 (212) 366 1194
E: usaoffice@projectrozana.org

L1, 306 Hawthorn Road,
Caulfield South VIC 3162 Australia

projectrozana.org

T: +613 1800 423 277
E: info@projectrozana.org
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